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Thaddeus Burr Wakeman 



AMERICA'S GREATEST PHILOSOPHER. STUDENT. 
LAWYER AND WRITER. 



When lomc future historian slmll eompile the Dames of 
those who have contributed to our nation 'i great nes» ; whose 
heroic end brilliant effort! have home illustrious fruit j win* 
have dowered the world with i bright and cheerful philosophy, — 
it' truthfully compiled, among them will appear the name <»t' the 
mbjecf of this iketch. For half i century In* has labored man- 
fully in Freedom cause, with never i Minus thought «»r set, 

Thsddeua Burr Wakeman was horn si Greenfield Hill. Pair- 
Held county, Connecticut, on the 23rd day of December, 1834, 
and has, ;it this writing, just entered upon his T ."> 1 1 1 year. He 
came uf the early pioneer atoch of New England* Il ; s parenti 
played a prominent pail In the bistor) of thai section. His 
father wss a farmer of good education, and his mother wai noted 
for her itrengtfa of mind and praetieal, rather than theoretical, 
piety. At the sgc ol sis years, family misfortunes i<»«'k him away 

from the place of hi* birth t<» North W Is, Herfcimei county, 

X< m York, where a lumber and law-mill, operated l>. v en elder 
brother, furnished them with aupport. A few yean later be wa- 
in New York City, and began the first praetieal work of earning 
Hornet hing ae an office boy i<> a then prominent lawyer, Horace 
Holden. 

Barlj influences had been towards piety, and young Wake 
n an. in the course of iinn-. became a model Sunday School 
scholar in the Presbyterian church. Taking preparatory 
courses at sehoola in Delaware county, New York, ami at New 
Utrecht, I- I . In* entered the Sophomore Class at Princeton 
College, from which be graduated with exceeding high honor in 
ls.")4. sl the age of 20 yeara. During Ins collegiate itudiea he 
was held up giving examples in refutation of David Hume'i 
arguments, ami although commended for his efforts, be had an 
Intuitive feeling that, after ail, Hume bad not been answered, 
ami this led him into a closer investigation. Il«' next took 
courses in Chemistry ami Botanj under Dr. John Torrey, ami 
his religious faith wavered; doubt increased. Upon rraduation, 
he was awarded tin- privilege of delivering the Ethical oration 
uf bis class, because of bis proficiency in logic, metapl'ysies ami 
tin- so-called Christian evidences. 1 1 < - had selected as a rabjeet, 
"The Neeesaity of a Faith/ 1 ami la- attracted wide-spread 
attention, ami it was Irmly expected that be would enter tin* 
ministry. 

No* ram.- bis breaking swaj from the faith. Instead of 
entering tin- Seminary, to tin* aurprise ami grief of bis family 
ami religions friends, In- declared thai in* could no longer !>• li< \<- 
"tin- fathers" had done, and, therefore, sould nol consistently 
and honestly h<-<" me i Christian minister. Be aon sought i 
professorship For this be studied in Europe, but he lacked 
the financial means, and returning to America, be entered the 
legal profession from nece ssity. He compiled i law digest, for 
whiefa his praetieal and technical mind was w < * 1 1 fitted 

In May, 18.">!». Mr. Wakeman married the stater of one of 
Ins eollege mates. He began housekeeping on Beat 116th St., 
Nei fork City, One son and two daughters same of the union, 



ami these added to the brightness snd happiness of life. Coming 
of age as the Republican party was being formed, ami rejecting 
the divine institution of slavery, be arent Into the movemenl with 
all the ardor of bia being, and worked and labored with his 
brother, Abram, with Horace Greeley, Thurlow Weed, William 
EL Seward, ami others. During tin- war be went with Oeneral 
I -auks i«. Louisiana. Disliking tin- Republican policies after the 
war. he followed Gresiey Into a liberal Republicanism, but 
became, in reality, an Independent, ami acted with tin- Liberal, 
Labor ami Reform elements of tin- State. At different times, 
though without expecting an election, lie was nominated l».\ one 
or the other party for Attorney General, Secretary of state, ami 
Judge of the Supreme Court. 

Closely identified, as he was now, with tin* Freethoughl move- 
ment in America, he became a member of the Manhattan Liberal 
club of New Fork, afterwards becoming its President, ami hold- 
ing that position until be declined re election. Later on, he was 
elected President of the National Liberal League, afterwarda 

becoming the Secular Union, ami was. I'm- man years, the mnviii'j. 

guiding ami leading spirit at its annual conventions, His 
philosophy may be designated as purely constructive. lie is a 
builder "i the Positivist school. Versed in science ami art. 
in letters ami philosophy, he accepted the position of President 
of the Liberal University of Oregon, located at Bilverton, in the 

fall of 1809. Here he hehl the ehair of Liberal Philosophy 

until, for lack of financial support, ami discovering th.it the 
University could not h<- maintained in Oregon, added to which 
waa the failing health of both Mr. ami Mis. Wakeman, they, 
with many disappointments ami regrets, left the far West ami 
returned ( 4 Totissainl faun." at Coscob, Conn., which bad 
heen reserved as ■ home place for them in their ohi age. 

Here, on the 1 7l h day of November, L904, Mrs. Wakeman. 

the faithful wife ami mother, died, loved ami honored by all 

who knew her. 

Prof. Wakeman. who WSJ expected t<» close life' s career 

before the partner in his domestic i>iis>. took t<» the "open life" 
and bright sunshine, with the joyful result that he now snjoya 
■ubetantial recovery, both in mind ami body, ami is capable of 
doing as much work as he ever did on the farm, ami with his 
pen. a.s his sebolarlj article in this issue of the Blade will attest. 

What the life of Prof, Wakeman wa> ami is. the Liberal 

I pie ..I America can never forget, The useful ami praetieal 

specimen he has givefl thereof, in this paper, will speak more 

eloquently in his behalf than anything we could write, pay or Wo. 

Devoted SS a Student, earnest ami sincere as a teacher, praetieal 

in his methods, the Blade cherishes a fond hope that it may »»«• 
able t" secure bii services, for a fail- compensation, :is an 
instructor in philosophy, logic, sociology ami the elassies. under 
the anspiees of the Correspondence School. Buck educational 

facilities should not he allowed to remain dormant, ami we shall 

have more to say on this lubjeet in a lubeequent issue. 

Limited space prevent! ns iron, doing full justice to the 
lubjeet here discussed Prof, Wakeman is deserving of a more 
extended notice, but we express a profound hope that he may 
he ipared Cor man} yean i<» some, and that Liberaliam in Amer- 
ica may profit further by his educational work. 
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An Admonition to American Freethinkers 



PATH OF DUTY PLAINLY MAPPED OUT, WHICH ALL MUST FOLLOW IF 
WE ARE TO MAINTAIN OUR POSITION AS LEADER 
IN THE EDUCATIONAL WORLD. 



The Blue Grass Blade and the Liberal 
Press Generally, Should Be. and 
Therefore. Must Be Sustained. 



I By Thaddeui K Wakennm.) 

A largt part of Mm liberal or free- 
minded people of this country are under a 
■erioui illusion in regard to tin? duty of 
supporting the Liberal press. They seem 
to think thai beeauae "Troth is mighty, it 
will prevail," and beeaoae it is the best 
of thing! ilia! thoae who most need it will 
moat iranl it, and will pay fox having it 
made known to them, 

Thill il thai thoae win. are doing the 
terioui and difflenlt erorh of lifting the 
maaaee of oar people out of the supersti- 
tiom thai mual inevitably he fatal to them- 
■elvea, to us, and the Repubtie, are "left," 

il.m if, deaerted by the Snperstitionists 
who really need to be enlightened, and by 
the emancipated few ffhoee safetf and duty 
above all other t hinge, require that the 
Ughl of leienee ibonld reach those who 
have it not 

In mattere of enlightenment the com- 
mercial la* of supply and demand, not 
onlj doei not apply, hot is reversed. Those 
who need the supply will never make the 
demand. u Ignorance is the mother of 
*u Dentition," and neither mother nor her 
children will allow themeelvoi to be dis- 
turbed, if they ••an help it. This is the ver- 
dict of leienee and experience. In their 
admirable "Teat Hook" of Sociology, 
Profs Deeley and Ward give ni the truth 
about ii thui (p. 2(>L>):— 

"There is ;i prevalent idea in civilized 
uationi that progreaa is the normal condi- 
tion and alwayi welcome. *** The fact 
which wo ihould expect to see, ami be sur- 
prised it we did not see. Hut history re- 
fill es thia. The aneients had no concep- 
tion of progreaa ; they did so much as re- 
ject the idea; they did not entertain the 
idea. Oriental nations are just the same 
DoW. 

Vee, not only 14 Oriental nations," hm 
the people throughout the United States 

e/ho inherit Oriental religions, motives and 
modes of thought. The last thing these 
people want to know is the truth. They 
religiously live in the world before Coper- 
nicus, Nothing makes them angry or ob- 
ctinato cooner than to tell than Truths 
they ought to know, hm do not. if 



palled by faeti and logic to edmit it, ii i- 
by the lips only, and they remain "of the 

same opinion still. " 

How to present scientific truth and the 
" modernity " which it bring! frith it, is 
the great duty and art of the liberal edit- 
on and teachers. Do not sueh (Uoorvi 
all the rewards and honors we can «;ive 
them? Think of convincing the Pope and 
his co-religionists that there are not now. 
never were, and never can be, any gods, 
devils or spooks at all, except as sub- 
jective imaginations resting upon process 
of our sentient protoplasm! 

Here we have the difficulty h» fore us; 
and the most important of questions is, 
how may it be overcome? How may the 
people generally receive the priceless in- 
heritance and legacy of scientific knowl- 
edge, that is, Truth, which the Past has 
acquired for them? Prof. Lester F. 
Ward, in the Text-book referred to, and 
especially in his great work, "Applied 
Sociology/' proves that it is the first duty 
of the State to see to it that the correlate 
summary of scientific knowledge, which is 
practically the scientific solution of the 
world, and of man's lot and fate in it, 
could and should, in its condensed form, 
be imparted to every human being, 0081- 
nunalng of course with the young. With 
this scientific outline of the world, and its 
bottom law of correlation (which has been 
well called the "Key of the Universe") in 
hand, the domination of the superstitious 
and of their clergy as living deceivers of 

the people, would soon be over. 

Prof. Ward shows that this simple Out- 
line Map of the knowable world, and its 
solving law, and how to apply, use and 
enjoy them, could be impart ed to every 
child of the State with little or m increase 
of expense over that now incurred to pre- 
vent any real knowledge of the world and 
an\ tme education, hy a t reaeh. rous and 

Jeauitieal Requisition of what ii railed 
"learning," but which is really mostly 
rubbiah. 

Bow, and why is real knowledge of 
man's world, lot ami fate llm- kept from 
him 

Ii is beeauae the mperstitioui have i 
veto or boyeotl upon every Institution of 
learning in the land, from Harvard Col- 
lage down to the smallest district school or 



kindergarten. Nothing eaa !»«• taught or 

enter then- hut with its euneent. That 

veto is our Index Expursptorue," our 

censorship, whieh we have Inherited with 

the reliirion which burned the hook of 
Copernieue, who died in giving birth to it, 
and io eaeaped the tormentori who burned 
Giordarno Bruno alive telling ahat that 

hook meant. That veto is the will of 

thoae obeeeoed and deluded hy the luper- 

natural, with its goda, devils, ipiritl Off 
spooks— all of which have no etmteaee, 

except as the retlection of t he theological 

and metaphysical deviltry whieh imagined 

and still worships them. 

When the utter Impossibility and non- 

lenae Of their position, under thv laws of 
correlation and teienee, arc pointed out. 
they take refuge in the maxim of the 
Christian Fathers: u I believe beeauae it 
is Impossible" Credo <i"m impossible,— 

for they thought that the '•other World" 
of God and Religion and Spirit, tnuat he 
the reverse of this world of Keuaa and 
Science, for else this World OOUlo have no 

support or criotonoo. Bo wo are m m told 

that the faet of the rxistcucc of tliis World 

of sense and seience proveo eonelueively 
the existence of a reveree, prior, creating 

and supporting spirit world and g 1 of 

theology ami metaphysics. 

But when the results of Biodern >eience 
Sri shown to them: How thai thia world is 

the only one possihle. t..r ii> correlative 
ehangee m \*> "eubetanee," ipeee, time 
and variation, are only possible ami con- 
ceivable a- endleee, boundless, infinite! 
What do, what can. they isyf Nothing; 

for one natural world, endless, infinite and 

correlating every possibility i i existence, 
makes all other worlds ^ thosti of theol- 
ogy and metaphysics inconceivable and 

impossible, But the other-worldians 
1 ' convinced againat their will ore of the 

same opinion still," or a«* Prof, Ward laVI 

in his "Applied Ek>eiology, „thoa<j who be 
li«'\e thingi beeauae they are impossible, 
are not going to believe any thing beeauae 
it is proved." Ori a> Col, [ngeraoll used 

to ISJ It, "The Supernatural la at an end. 

eieepting only as to the theological Intel- 
leeti for there only do absolute contra 
dictions dwell together in absolute units 
ami harmony." 

The above argument of the Bupernaturel- 
ists is referred i«» hare to illustrate the dif- 

ticulties that the scicntilic liberal prOSI 

have to overeome, and the immense unpor- 

tanee of enabling them to do it. as to the 

past, p rese n t and future. 
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I. They have to bring Liberalism up to 

■olentifle dale, end show how thoM who 

bnve boon liberal euthoritiei rnuel stand 
oorroetod m orionec advances, for in- 
itanee, Thomoi Paine, the father of Amer- 
ican RepubHeaniena ind [iberaueni, did 
n«»t know and could nol liave known, about 
the now correlative enangei of matter, as 
■okoofl reveahi them today. For instance, 
in Conway 'i odition of his writinsn, vol. 4, 

pp. 240-841, i ti his discourse OS the "El- 
btonOi « t* ji God/ 1 Paine says: 

"The universe li eempoeed < r matter, 
and at ji •yeteni, i- sustained by motion. 

Motion is not a property of matter, and 
without this motion the solar ■yateu OOttld 
not asdat. Were motion a property of mat- 
ter, thai imdiseoverahle thing Rilled 4 per- 
petual motion 1 would Botabnah itself. It 
i> beoanae motion is not a proper v of mat- 
ter, thai perpetual motion i> an impossi- 

bility in the hand of every being hut thai 

of the Creator of .Motion. When th* prc- 
tenderi to Atheism can produce perpetual 
motion, and not till then, they may expect 

to he credited. The natural state uf matter, 
a- to plane, ii ■ state of root. Motion or 
change of plant is the effect of an external 
eanae noting upon the matter." r 

(Note. Wliat shall we think of OUT 

Preeidenl Roceevelt, who urrote thai Paine 
nai an "Atheiat, M and when *hown his 
error, refuaed to tell the truth ?' ' 

Such wan i he position of Sir bane New- 
ton. Bentley, and the pbiloeophere, thei>ts 

and deists of tluit time. Hut n m science 
has revemed, or rather explained .-.way thai 
view. It is now found that all rorld nio- 
tion is perpetual, hecause it is caused and 

continued by and as the correlative of all 

tl thcr motions of the "eie'.ess All." 

Hatter Itaelf is hut a mode of thai motion, 
ahrayi changing, bul aaid i«» he inert, or at 

rest, when the motion || eloar halauced 
and perfect that it is likened to "the 

■leaning top." Motion is endleni itnd eeaee 
leaa, beeanae it la the activity of the In- 
finite All. the universe itself w rhoul he 

ginning or end. Itself its on)} ranee, he 

cause limitless and eternal. 

Ilns is an instanee of bow we must read 

the Liberals and UberaHani of t!,.- past up 

to date. 

*J. As to the present. Col. [ngcmoll left 
u- an example of what should b- done and 
said, in his last public address , n "Wbu1 
Is lieliiiioll before the Krectl,..u<:ht So 

eiety of Boaton. During 'he larger part 

of his life he had heen rated M Ufl " Ag 

nostic" and bad oeeaaioned muefa talk as 

to whether life ended in I tfoflUl Of I 

cradle "ageinel i wall or ii;rougfti ■ 

door." Hut in his later yean his eOU 

eluaione planed him with Prol ffeeehel 
ami other aeientiataj and in his eaid iu>t 
■ddmaa. be diatinetl) declared his eouvit 

tin n that the supernatural does ,„,!, and 
never did and never can evj>:. That 



•tatemenl leaves eaienee, ami its aolution 

of the endless world and the lot and fale 
of man and mankind in it. supreme. Spirit- 
ualists and others who still speak of In- 

geraoll as repreaented by the dubious 
phraaei above quoted or limiU • ones. «l«> 

him ami themselves injustic. and the 

practice will nol he eontinuod by intelligenl 
ami boneal people. lie deelared that he 

Wai u Pantheist. Scientist and a ilumanist. 

and as such, he was consistent, sincere, 
and an example to all who wish "10 know 
the true in order to do the good." 

As to the future. The issues which 

the Liberal preni are to preaenl end meal 

were made by the Pope himself in his op- 
position to the removal of the education of 
the Trench people from ehurefa control, it 

waa, whether tin- supernatural existed or 
whether the natural WM the A'l and had 

taken its plane ai the bnsis of all human 

life and interests? Shall the coop-ration 
and civilization of mankind in I iC future 

real upon i enpernatnrnl or ■ natural view 

and explanation, that is. Religion of the 
World.' The Soulier the scien'"'Mc. free 

minded, and Intelligenl people oi this Kc- 

public find their natural place and unity 
Upon this issue the sooner will the true 
health, welfare ami prepress of the human 

world begin to be realized. America, ai 

lo all these frn-at interests, is the natural, 
and Ottgttl to be, actual leader of I he world, 
but is. on account of the cduca ; iona I and 
..ther reanOill above mentioned, in a posi 

tiou of "arreeted development/ 1 owing to 

papal influence- and tin* veto I all the 

■upernnturnJ aeeta; for all of them are one, 

largely unconscious, conspiracy eo-operal- 

ing agninat real education, liberty and 

progress. A similar state of things is 
now the greatest source of apprehension on 

the pari of all progreniive element! in 

Germany. 

Prof. Haeckel's last and most iuteroating 

little work "Leal Words on Evolution," 

(which has been translated and i 10 be had 

through any bookatore) he deeeribei moat 
exactly our di Acuity. Them, .-is here, the 

only real hope is to be found in Mtataining 
the Liberal press, and enabling it to reach 
the mass.s of the people. Never was there 
a time in the history of our Kep-blie when 
it and all it was deaignod to be and to stand 

f. r, depends So clearly Upon its 'Ycc 0*00* 

B) thai only can it maintain its leadership 
by moulding tin' new and hi'jhei [ntOgTI 
lion; that is to any, the scientilic. only true 

and universal religion "I* all mankind The 
eontinuaney of that leaderahip dependi 

Upofl the elliciency of its liberal, that is to 

My, its emaneipnted preoaj but that ettc 

len.v depends upon the hearty financial 
and sympathetic support of all of its eman 

eipnted, free and fair minded people the 
van of umgreml 

|)o Von ob.,eel that the Liberal press Is 

not what it anghl to be In many re- 



•peete, that will be admitted by all. but it 
is our only bopel And it is hopeful. Here 
are epecimeni that have come in Lhie week, 

and there are othon, and the;, all have 
ability and a sympathetic unity never oh 
served. The Blue (Jrass Blade, a weekly 

Erreethoughl paper; The Beaeon, The Hu- 
manitarian Eta iew. The Open Jioad, The 
Tomorrow, and furthered South, The 
Bearehlight; while The Open Court has a 
Liberal world of Iti own. TheM publica- 
tions and the othon now existing are 

enough. It is ■ weahnem to increase the 

number of Liberal publicatn ns; it is 
Itrength to make those we have loiirishim: 

and popular. 

Bui Liberal Univereitj Organisation and 
The Torek oi Beaeon mnal com.- again 
and lead the "Emancipation of Rduea 

tion." which was the title of its inaugural 
address, for they are not dead, but only 
asleep. The ahnrten of l. r. <>. in Oregon 

and at Kansas City, Mo., are invaluable, 
and can be recalled to active life as soon 
as the money and forces appear to man 
lh«' ship. 

True, thoac who itarted the voyage, the 
Aral rear of our new century, ean no longer 

aid. but they will not be in the v\.>v. Where 
are the youth who will find the money ami 
brains to revive this groal and iedispeu^a 
hie work? 

Only a lew \ears more of the great, the 
true, the gioriottl Ingersidl. j.nd there 
would have been no sleep! One of bis 

laet promises was to take the geld and see 

that the DOW, free I'niveisitv wa- a sueecss 

if his effbrti eould poeeibly make it,— but, 
alai I Where are the lueeeaaon of [nger 
soil? 

Perhape all we ean do just now t<» give 
1 he liberal prom that is a New Tear 

PI'SlI forward that it will never forget; 
and Whan so doing to attune our hearts 
ami will, by the Human I'rayer", to peifeet 

and enjoy the Sigher [ntegrntion of .Man 

kind and its new religion and better life. 

Coaeob, Conn., Dec. 

Bra Of Scienee and Man. .'{OH. 



THOMAS PAINE CELEBRATIONS 



The 19th ot January is the birthday of 

Mr. Paim also gWOdonbOfg — Judge Waite 
ami S. W. Davis. W! ciwcr there are a few 

Preethlnkefi that have bnehbone and dare 

■how their color- thev should certainly celo 
brnta the birthday of the man whose magic 
• 1 n nailed thil grenl and incomparable na 
Hon into being and moreover «hould canvas 
'lu re ami then M to what, if anything tla -v 
Intend to do -About g()lng to New noOheUc 
Where the mortal remains of Thos. Paim- 
were laid to r. st This should stirpass any- 
thflajg ever witnessed In the Freethou^ht 
world and is vvorthv of everv true Amerl 
0 ms presence. 

B. O FKNTON. 
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A Camp-Meeting Galileo 



Matter of Fact Description of Getting 
The "Lite" and Being Converted 
Through the Power of 
Prayer. 



i By Mar) Beali Hoffpaub.) 

Wun time our ikool teacher wu ;i talkin' 
to ma an' bf say.s our ikool lecher « I i « 1 , 
tliat when yer go up in ballune VOT '_ri t aw 

t'nl cold, ami on top of the mounting! ii 
everlasting mows, end our hired L-iH ihe 
•ai3 'Then how do folki i<> heron T' 
And be langhedj the ikool teeher did, like 
he thol ihe was jokin', hot iren ihe iil 
•gen, «l i«l 11 "t he t hi nk they got rold 'fori 
they pel to beren, be t « • 1 « I bar the sky ain't 
■olid an' the inguli don't walk iroand on 
top of it. 

An' Mary J AIM iBSl La. me! " Am' I 

heard the ikool teeher eey eoriar »<• bii aalfi 

Kalum nun ,-si .u ' he say^ to Mary 

Jane, "Heven ii not." Hut our preacher 
ees tl.«- tool teehaf hei denied the faith 
mid li wuss than an iofidul. 

Our ikool taaher is going to hell wen he 
.lyes, hi ssass hi mi thar ain't none, an' 
Jimmy an 1 dm ii gain 1 haaanae n ibody that 
playi the fiddle shall inherit the kingdom 
of heven. We like fiddhV hatter than gold 

harps, me an' Jimmy does. 

L;i>i camp maetio ' time Jimmy an' mo 

laid <»iit to be sn mean that we ihoTi would 

go to hall with the ikool teeher on' gran 1 

.lad's old fiddle ami all manner of unclean 

nam I reckon the dree will he some t..,. 
hut. hut than all the preaeheri :< goin' to 
seven* 

Ma heerd Jimmy an' me wun day layiu' 

onr plana, an' ihe jest laffed sn' lad to be 
keerfnl not to brake theleveatn command- 

meat Jimmy ast what wun that is. an' 
Ma says it's don't tfit cawt. So we knowed 
my Ma has danied the faith and wood staml 

hy a tailor tike the ikool teeher. 
We jjot some limburger an 1 eome as a fid 

ity, Jimmy an' me did. and hid ,1 01 001 of it 
awl round under the I abberuakel. especially 
round the pulpet an' the mOUtHCr* ' bench, 
while the wimmeu folk* was -it tin' suppur 
ami preparin' to praise god with renude 
strength. 

They held dyvine services ri.kr the 
t rail t hat nite. 

Then we hooked sume af the } -reeehei 1 "s 
Hibuls, an' we marked the pans lhat the 

skool titbit sad wood sot be lowed to 
pass thru ihe mails if Bernard Pshaw wrote 

,t. The skool teeher has a bibul marked 



that way, an' we SOt r ods bis'n an' did 

; he preeahai hibnl jest t h< ian i. An ' 

they wu/ mad an' ptaa ehc d and rip- 

inorted be tw ee n preaches about lode and 

ribald an' profane persuns. wich incut me 
an' Jimmy. 

An' they bed a p'lieeman Of! from town 
to itay at tin- camp-meetin' gVSWnd awl the 
time. 

lie wu/ a sharp gay an' m\ lister Beat 
WW stuck on him, but she didn , tell him 
none UV my meanness an' Jimmy's. ire 
lay low. 

Hut he cum round talkin' to me, the 

p'lieeman did, an' savin' the) u v goto 1 to 
sfud fur the sheriff in take me to the 
penny! enshcrry. Ben ms he wu/ kiddin'< 

but girbl don't know nuthin. Jimmy an' 

knowd t bay was hot on our grail. 

1 elimed out u> the windej an' down on 
the gallery roof, an' ere ssswin Ihe holler 
tree in the bog pactur' at Smdirte, Jimmy 
and me did. An ' Jimmy s. I *•> me in a 
goatly ■peccbifyin ' voyse; "The dantlesi 
vanguard fit in * against ihe black hosts of 
■uparstishnn is faeiu' ignoisihyui defeat." 

Jin, ms has an ellykent kind uv royse, an' 
bo'l been redin' the skool teche's books. 

An' 1 saBj 11 Lei up on yer sgitaffs; I ain't 

dun nuthin to yer. 

Bat Jimmy eed he didn't nveen no barm; 
in- was kompsrin 1 him ami me to Bruno 
ami [ngersoll ami the skool teener. So then 

I told him my ikeem. The blieri? had rid 
over that very nite an' wu/ statniiu' round 
taJda 1 in the lay uv the laud. Hut he 
wun 'I arrest us, says 1 to Jimmy, if we'll 
go lo Ihe mourners' beneh an' repent. 
Jimmy led that plan wu/ all rite far a 

GaUyleo, bat not for a Brnno. s.. i thol 
Jimmy wad do h. hut be didn't. 

1 did. I went to the mourner-' beach at 

the moiniu' s»u\ us. an' the preacher led, 
••How this will rejoice yer leer muther'i 
i, an wen ihe lerni uv of it, m > oy." Ma 

wns al home makin' ehiekeu -umbo fer the 

preacher an* iroain' his wife'i white 
dreeeea Pi is no religions that the preeeh- 
ers flock around my ma's ehiek< d -umbo 

like bees round a lUgST mill. 

Hut at nite my na went to the tabbcr- 
nakle and let and looked at me so strate 
that I Cried ami Stayed tierce, it ain't nun 

in say to pull the wool over m\ uis'i lyee, 

but l dun it. 

The mourners' bench was \ ill. 10 I laid 
llat on mv stummiek in frunt iv the pulpit, 
and cried. 1 had a little pic M soap in 



th.' corner of my bankerehef that T rubbed 

in my eyes onct in a while, so I hey wu/. 

rale tears. 

or Mi/ Bplutterby wu/ seelin' close tar 
me. iheddin 1 barle of tears on bar boy Jake 
on t 'other side ex'ortin' him tu.. sad aw! uv 

a ittddinl he jumps up yellin' "J see the 

light!" fit t<> kill. He goei Jnmpin 1 down 

the ile an' back tgan, a-buimein' up in the 
air like a rubber ball at c\ ry jump, and 
yell i n " "Glory!" like to save his hide. An' 
lots u v them yelled, "Amen, prase the 
Lord!" and some screeched "Have mercy 
on me!" as it' they wu/ alredv dod an' 
damd, but wun preeeher yelled out. "That 's 
rite. Jake. Qo it by jerks an' spurts, an' 
yer 'II git thar. shore!" I didn't do a 
thing but slick my face down in the straw 
and howL I dasseiit latT. fer Ki wu/ a- 
lookin*. I never seed Ma look SO wurked 
up. 

After awhile everybody was saved and 

isaktyfide but jest me. The preeeher an' 

Mi/ Bplutterby an' Pi WUX u-elin' awl 
aroun' DM an' prayin' and ex'ortin' an' 
1 1\ in * to make me stan' up an' >a\ 1 wu/ 
saved wether 1 wu/ or not. an' awl at onet 
1 seed out uv the corner uv my .yes that 
Ma was a-comin.' Ma led, " It '< late, It's 
lime m\ Tommy wu/ in bed." An' the 
preeeher pade uu atteiishun. BOT Pa. ROT 

Mi/. Bplutterby. Only Pi lookt at her *kom- 

ful. an' went on ex'ortin' me i.. cast my 
sins on the Lord. 

But Ma itooped over sa 1 put her baa' on 

my shoulder ami led, "Coras, Tommy." 

An' Pi sc»l in his Sunday royse, "Worn 
an. what do yer meen .'" Ati' Ma s»'d. 
••Tommy has a hart disee/. an' 1 won't 
hev him skeert to ilet h. ' ' 

An' I not up out uv the straw, tar l SSSd 
Ma she wu/ on bar war -horse an' more'n 

a metes fer platoons uv preaeheri an' the 

shcruff too. 

Ha koBSOneed ex'ortin' Ma. an' all the 

preechen did. an' Mi/ Bplutterby halt up 

her bands an' sed : u Ari yer a woman 
an' a motherf" 

Hut Ma she boxt her ears. Ha ' and one 

of the pree eh er '■ ears. The utlie- dodged. 

An' I went home with m\ lit 
Jimmy didn't gQ to the mourners' bench. 
Ile sed he'd welcum prison ; m' exile an' 
rack an' tsggOt I'm- the sake uv the cause 

uv latelleekabua] liberty, 
l ain't sfeerd to go tar the pennyten- 

sherry, but I thot it w 1 hurt Ma's feel 

iu's. 

Hut yer bet we're glad my Ma bss danied 

the faith, att 1 is gOtttg ter hell with me an' 
Jimmy an* the tidduls, kaws she ain't 
ikeerd uv nuthin'. my Ma ain't. 

1 bet she'd make 01' Nick M.ovel the 
coals out uv the furnace if it -its tu hut 
fer a feller.. 
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THE PROGRESS OF THOUGHT 



Ministers Now Strive Only to Entertain, 
and the People are Thinking for 



I By Chariot II. Sehwarts. | 
slowly but rarely people arc breaking 
away from the battel of tie inspiration of 
the Scriptures, ICore mythe an aa- 
knowledged by more people to I'm* in so- 
ealled Holy Writ than in any other booh 
extant. Only last month appeared In the 
Cosmopolitan en artiele on the poet, Hilton, 
in which i he writer mentions Bameoa ns i 
mythical warrior. Iloat of the Old Teeta- 
ment eharaeteri are proven myths, and 
even minktan la leaae ineteneei are ad- 
mitting tin- same, and leave the • Id ortho- 
dox path for enough to almoat lose their 
way in their attempt to ihow their con- 
gregation! the inn* pietnre of the trend 
of raaaoa. 

The work of exploration going on In the 
• •Id world on the eitee of ancient civilisa- 
tions, are giving the lie to the ehronologiee 
eanoniaed by Conatantine and his erowd. 
Theee diaeoveriee are disclosing the fact to 
the world that long before Adam and Eve 
acquired wisdom enough to know they 
were naked, nalioni had risen to en in- 
tellectual plain- never reached by the He- 
brew! in their history se i nation, and bad 
been absolutely forgotten. 

Account! of the deluge are found ents- 
dsting the anting! of hfoaea, ihowing 
ih;ii the Biblical etoriee were retold from 
tradition! banded down from tribe to tribe, 
iome of them possibly originating in tin* 
very childhood of the human race. There 
i- little doubt that some of them were told 
by the grandfather! of one hundred thou- 
sand yean ego to the children, erho listened 
with open-mouthed wonder ami smaaament. 

The chief moveri in the aneieut Jewish 
Society for the Promotion of Qraft early 
collected these folklore yarns 
with whom they came in 
handed them down to the i 
word of God, taken in short 
reporter, the mythical afoecc 
parentage, but laid to have 
from a ddek-pond b) i 
Pharoah. 

Theee itoriee, together with the explana- 
tion of tin- comets, Dneteors, earthquake! 
and other natural phenomena, :i> evidence 
..r the wrath or pleasure of the gods or 
demona, leading to the eonunon idea of i 
god ut numerous emotiona, nubjeet t<» 
throwing It! apoa the ■ tight o o l provocation, 
were Instilled Into the mineli and baarte of 
the •emi-aavage and ignorant, but raeeepti 
ble Hebrew!, and after many generations 
acre aaaaptad ae tin* true goapal. 

Theee Impositions have baaa Isdelad oat 
to the Ignorant maaeei of the aorld from 
tine immemorial until the last hundred 
yean when an 
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roped ami branded them ai stray maverick! 

• •I ihf |ge of priestly authority, and they 

an- now well known ami no longer feared. 

Courageous ieonoclaste have broken the 
idols of orthodoxy, and now it is not un- 
common for even ministers to ft strays as 
is evidenced by the following extract from 
an erst -while aermon of tin- Rev. David 
Utter, of Denver, Colo., who eulogixee Lin- 
coln, and epaakl of him ai a ihining ex- 
ample despite his religious views: — 

"And yet Abraham Lincoln (luring the 
tirst half of his life was known as an In- 
fidel; and he never professed to be a 
christian, be never was converted; he iel- 
dom went to church, ami he never joined 

any ehureh. When he went to church in 
his youth, he went to m-i.1V. but did not re- 
main to pray. On tin* contrary, he went 

away to gather hi! admiring companion! 
around him, ami make great laughter by 
mimicking the preacher and holding what 
in- laid up to ridicule. In his airly man- 
hood he wrote a book, or a somewhat ex- 
tended essay. igaitUM* ( 'hrist ianity, which 

i I friend kindly burnt. There really 

isn't loom f OfS doubt about his being nil 
"enthusiastic Infidel" in his yottttg man- 
hood. There 4 no reason to bclicVC that 
he ever changed in his belief. I take 

great pleasure in commending Lincoln's 

example because I think he was rig;lit in 

the main in hi! judgment of religion and 

theology. Not that I think that his early 

scoffing, ami hi! ridicule of the pitiful but 
lincere effort! of the preacher! that he 
heard explaining the ways of God to man 

after the fashion of 2000 yean SgO, were 
justifiable, but that they v ere natural and 
inexcusable. 

Such 1 • I 1 1 er "-anccs as the above will 

finally let a da-- to thinking who have 

never thought, and when enough such ser- 
mons are preached, enough thinking mi lids 
will be produced, and the day of making a 

fetich of every yarn not within the ken of 
actual knowledge, will be a thing of the 

past. 

People are beginning to demand a re- 
ligion which appeals to right ami reason, 
inatead of the blind faith brands of an- 
tiquity. We 'h. not believe the prepos- 
terous itoriee in the live! of our national 
and political heroes, then why nelieve the 
priestly fabrications of OUT roligioU! 

beroei I 

Any one with only a casual in, crest will 
ISC that the Bible is founded upon faith 
alone, and reason is not taken into coll- 
ateral ion at all. unless to be <• ICHHlcd, 

"Ye must have faith as a grain of nuas- 

tard," says the priest. Without this blind 
faith, even a female Methodic fanatic 
would doubt many PSSCagC! of the Scrip- 
lures. 

We are now living in an a-je of in\esli 
gaiion, at least all those who have a mind, 



do their own thinking; and intelligent 
people km.w lull well that a minister can 
only entertain them, as his power to in- 
■trUCt ends with the limit to his actual 

knowledge. All know, who Live it a 

thought, that a minister can m. poasiblj 
know mine of the future than any other 
thinking man or wi..nan of what is beyond 
or what was before this span of life. The 
minister offers theories, but can he mi h 

stantiate them/ X ie has ever seen 

Qod, or snybodj that has sver seen him. 

Qod is an unknown quantity as "X" in 
algebra. Science is working on the prob- 
lem, but it has never been >o|\ed. The 
SXaet solution is still a mystery. We have 

only learned enough to tatiefy a reasoning 

mind, beyond a doubt, that the world has 
ever been at error, and that a fa'se god has 
been the only one so tar discovered, that 

the masses have been held in ignorance 

ami subjection until slmoet any device ma\ 
be fastened upon them without a murmur. 

The progress of thought has led us to a 
point where no honest, fair-minded man of 
even ordinary intelligence can ftCCCpl au\ 

god but Nature. it there be an intelli- 
gence above Nature, the world knowi 
naught of it. 

Truth, Love and Justice are eternal 

principles. A beauttfal trinity theee. 
When theee three principle! <• >ntrol the 

mind and heart of man. when they are 
thoroughly known ami analy/cl. then can 

man create an honest ami eAeieut god. 

Right thought and reason will drive into 

oblivion the monster! Doubt, Pear, Super 
itition and Chrief, and bun- to u! a real- 

ization of all tin- beautiful Eancice of 
every theorist. We will be as the -real 
universe itself, each a part of the grand 

whole, and all working together in peaee 
and harmony; with no political, religious, 

lOeial, or other friction! to mar the happi 
ness of mankind. 

Baaalt, Qolo. 



OLD SAINT NICK. 

'flie worst of legend and fancy n ick. 
That parents play, is of Old Saint Nick. 
They till the brain of tender youth 
With thoughts of things, awry, uncouth. 
When impressions are made on ;i tender 
mind, 

As parents will, in the future and, 
He hard to erase while the mind is young. 
Hut what a farce when I hey learn they're 
stung. 

As years roll l>\ they are hard to shake, 
Though parents know it is all a fake; 
So Santa Claus and Old Saint Nick 
Should be shelved, forgot tCQ, and .hat very 



It will do for children until they ham. 
That lesson of life which each must earn; 
When the awakening comes, they II < r.s out 



•No 



for BM, S. a and Saim Nick! 
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CONVERTING INFIDELS. 

Must Be Easy to the Preacher but His 
Conversions Seem Mighty Tew. 



(By Joe R Thorn.) 

Recently I wen! to the Baptist church to 
hear i certain W. K. Neill. of Sherman, 
Texas, apeak. Be i> froin i town thai 1 
know quite well. And being from the tame 
State also. I though! I would go to ehureh 
to celebrate the oeession, lli> lecture hap- 
pened t<> be «»n the delicate lubj o£ infi- 
delity. Among other things, he said: — 

"There are four chief eauiee for [nfidel- 
it\. The main oik* is thai the Chrictiani 
don't live up to their teachings; end the 
Infidel tavs, if thai le Christianity I «l»»n 'i 
want any. Another thing is, the diffleultiee 
in the Bible itself. (I agree with him. 
Jonah end the whale, for instance.) 

lie explained thai thia wai merely mis- 
translated, end 1 1 ■ ^ ■ t in place of a whale, it 
should have been a aea monster •! a very 
large fish. He slso said thai it' ftod could 
make a State as large as Texas and a world 

as big as this one, that he didn't see why 

be eouldn 't make a (Ufa large < nougn t" 

swallow a man. 

He told of an l"nlide| hcad<|iia 1 1 ei s some 

where down Smith, li was noted for its 
number of unbelievers, ami published ;i 
little atheial literature. Well, : she a 

long itory slant, he went to the town ami 

promised that If an Infidel would come reg 
ularly for ten days to his meetinga end 
wasn't converted, I'" would throw sway hia 
Bible ami quit preaching. He said that an 
old [nfldel would • in everj meeting 

ami sit down in the hark of the elmreh, ami 

when preaching wai over, would not wait 
for the music, but would gel up and leave. 
According to Mr. Neill, tin- Infidel was 
in- to some ten days ami then brand him 
a liar if be didn't carry <»nt his pari <d* thr 
agreement. About the 8th or Oth day, Ifr, 
Neill prayed to his dear heavenly Father 
that the said [nfidel won Id gel pick and 
couldn't some at all: hut God answered hia 
prayers In Mother way. <>n the ninth day 
the bifida] gol converted, ami came up to 

the altar ami knelt down, while Mr. Will 

yelled the doctrine of ball ami everlasting 
damnation into his can. 

Such i^ one of tin- most remarkable con- 
quests of history, Mr. Neill aaid that if he 

had failed, he helie\«d that he would rather 

have bean branded a liar than to have quit 
preaching, ami defamed the Holy Gbos! h> 
throwing it away. 

According t«« Hr, Neill. the wa> to eon- 
varl an [nfldel i* t«» practice what yon 
preach, and to read the Bible thiougfa and 
not misinterprel it. 

Be states that be never saw an bones! 

[nfldel, and that he didn't beUeVC it WSJ 
in their power to he good, as they had noth- 
ing to live for. lnlidel* have DO gfOttttdl for 



srgument, hut merely copy from [ngersoll 
ami use i he same ground over ami over 
again. He told of an [nfldel who waa writing 

a hook, while a vounu daughter of his. 

about ten years of age, waa dying, she 

•enl for him and asked him to deal honestly 
with her. ami then put the following qUCS- 
tiou to him: — 

"Do yon want BJM to die hy yottf unbe- 
lief, or my mother's belief?" 

"By your mother 1 i belief," he replied, 

ete. 

He said that an [nfldel musi be very mel- 
ancholy, in ureal pain. tear, etc., when he 
came t<» die. as there was to he no life be- 
yond the gvave. 

Ne\i. he wants to know what the lutidels 
have done for the world. He tin n tells of 
how the <'hri>lians have established great 

hospitals, inflrmariea, poor-houses, ssylums, 

Ste. He » ;l id the fool sailh in his heart, 
i hen- i> no God; ami I think everybody that 

says SO is a fool 1 1 < • feels a -real deal of 

aympathy for Infidels, who are hut misled. 

That is, for the ones who want to helieve 

something, hut can't. But for a downrighl 
[nfidel he has little aympathy. \> a elas>. 

I hey are to he pit ied. Hot c nsuivd. He 

aaya that tin- main trouble with the Christ- 
ians i>. that they don't believe in a hell 
nowadays, because they don 'I want to, but 

he cordially SSSUrca them that there is one. 

"God 'a word is like a light penetrating 
into t he darkness. " lie say s that Infidelity 

causes euieide, and tells of a W< man that 
he tried to COOVCrt, hut couldn't, who a 

little later on took her Ufa. 



SURELY. AND MOST SUP.ELY. 

Interesting Suggestions in Beh^if of the 
Blade Offered from the Lone 



I Bj Ray L. Bhowalter I 

Surely Solomon in the /euilh n1 his wi> 
dom did not surpass the statement of Dr. 

Howies, that "Scientific knowledge is a 
complete and perfect antidote for every 
form of auperal it ion. 

Surely, the I'dade School i- an advance 
step in this work, ami the paper and its 
people are w oi l h\ of support. 

Barely, it is more diflieuH than old-time 
mountain-moving! f) to have a Kreethoughl 
publication that is both attractive ami in- 

BtrUCtive to the various classes il ia meant 
to aupply, ami while sarcasm, wit and hu- 
mor concerning some thinga lacred (so 

called) are aweet-meats to us hardened sin 

ners, thej are .1^ chocking i<> a self lupposed 
>ainl who needs anti doctrine LPOrC than 
we. ami we should se;;>ort our church and 
see that they gel it. 

Surely, we can pa\ mi greater respecl t«» 
our lamented leaders who have entered and 
sseriflced for the lake of humanity, than by 



support lug onr leaders living, two of whom 
are none leas than the Lexington brethren. 

An elder brother here. John I i. Hardy, 
asked me to write you a method of rescue 
he suggests: That all >uhscriber> who will 

agree t«» support the Hlade to the extent of 
$3.00 each year, getting a new subs cr i b er t«» 

take half the hurdeni .'1 when possible, and 

paying it ourselves when not . 

Our ante for 1«H»!> is in. Who'll he the 
next .' 



INSPIRED POETRY 



(By The Chaplain.) 

A Spiritualist lady friend tells us that 
Some poetical spirit on the other shore in- 
spires us. As proof, aha reads spirit stories 

from th«> "Progressive Thinker" and I 
listen t«» the ordeal. A- Bro, Moore was 
somewhat of 1 poet, perhaps it |j hia epiril 

inspiring us in the early morn t gfl it is 

rather late hours lor him. .1 a. tn.. 

The Chaplain. 
The story of ,, (!od" creating this sod 

[a the funniest story they tell; 

Prom nothing t<» build, ami then to be 

tilled 

With people that are botlttd for a hell — 

[a the funniesl thing; bow people will 
eling 

To the ahadowa of a ghostly past 

Quite pUSS lea my mind: thev must he 

Wind 

To think that their visions can last. 



That ship at >ea. 'twixt you and ine. 
With Jonah on hoard for a -ail. 

VTaa a cracker- jack, hut I m not on to the 

knack 

How Jonah went down in the whale. 

So I'm forced t<» say, while tin- preachers 
pray, 

And tell such stories as that 
They are all damn liars.— (Ifoi rc'c spirit 
now tires) 

Hut I don't care a 11 drop of the hat." 

That S«ea( Jewish girl sel> mv head in a 
whirl. 

The way that she peopled the earth. 
For her ghoatlj maah musi have cut quite 
a dash 

While Joe waa eeleep by bis hearth. 

The Bible revise of a pack of lies 

By those who would still uphold, 

Is criminal Bare, hut -cience will cure. 

li 1 struggling in death for i hold. 
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could be expressed in oxoooding few word.-. What ho does supported wholly hy the State, and hoin- fooled hv the iwe 

nut know would require rolumei to explain. His actual 0 f t he word ''morality," they overlooked the adjective and 

lack of knowledge on this important subject could he ex- | 4>t j, „ M unmindful of the contradiction it utt rod. By 

pressed in one word, but it would be i difficult matter to using the term "Christian morality", are we to infer thai 

convince him. there is s morality that is not Christian. It looki Jai way 
li m;i\ be conceded that in matteri of legislation he may wr won \^ | )( . justified in such an inference, it aid 

want to do right and fair, and maj even strive to be just appear as sn effort to distinguish christian morality frrmi 

as far as be know- how, in so framing legislation as to guy and all other kinds of morality, and in fa«v if I lie 

establish lines of equity, apparently for all classes of people injunction against religious tenets being taught, t » ndviincc 

and to suit all -had<- of opinion. Only a limited knowl- ('hristian morality at the expense of true morality. 

edge, or a lack of proper understa n d in g, would, in such Scientifically considered, there is no inch tlauq iw 

eases, prevent the objective sought Christian morality. Christianity is piety gone mad Mor- 

Kentucky has some excellent lawi on her statute hook- aiity is that which produces the greatest possible hnp] inc*? 

and she has some lawi that are oot A- a general thing, the to the greatest possible numbers irrespective of snj rolipii m 

law- of Kentucky strive toward- impartiality in mattera pretension or profession. Morality needs no religion h 

of religioni but it is evident that preachers have got in their prop. If the Kentucky General Assembly had t »-. — . — j 

work while the memberi of the Genera] Assembly were on- the wisdom and courage to have erased the word "Ohri»t< 

inspecting, <»r too utterly indifferent to give strict attention ian" from the section of the statutes quoted, it would bav< 

to what was being done. answered every public purpose and would be all sufficient 

Some years ago, by special enactment, the Genera] As- for what was really intended, 
sembly established s State Normal School at Frankfort, 
the seat of government, to advance the cause of education 

among the colored dtiaens. Proper appropriations were T,,( * prinsipaJ b m n n sss of professional piety Is to sola golden 

made for its support and maintenance, and the State, by a fulness of blood and suffering. 
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THE PAST, THE PRESENT, THE FUTURE. 

When men were densely ignorant they were also deeply 

religious. Their every tin m^lit and act were motived upon 
considerations concerned with another world in which they 
earnestly believed, but of which they eonld know nothing. 
And yet, orthodox superstition would fores oi into the past 
and upon the past, hack to the period of ignorauoe and 
superstition in an effort to rehabilitate the dying creeds, 

Unless orthodox advocates are prepared to say that thw 
past world, or some portion of it, has wrought the final ix- 
pression of human competency and progr e ss; t ! • *• t the wis- 
dom of man ha- reached it- height; that the human intel- 
lect of today is impotent beside the intellect of curlier 
sgDS of the world's history, they have no jusl or moral right, 
with reason, to demand an unconditional acceptance of 
their theories and systems, nor are they juati led in their 

ClfortS to divorce the human mind from the WOl'ld and times 
in which it lives. 

To u ds generation "in wirld i* >till yourw. Greater 
possibilities are to come from the futur*j than have tome 

from the past. We may accept whalever the pail In- to 

offer, but Freethought insists that this age, and all future 

ages, ha- a perfect moral right to its and their forms of 
thought and methods of culture, including beliefs and 

unbeliefs concerning religious doctrine and teaching, as 

any former people had to their-, for come what may, let 

there be what must, sources of power and knowledge are 
open to the people of this afs that were never opened to 
human beingi in anj previous age of the world. 

Formerly, man believed without investigation. Now lie 
investigates and can no longer believe. Man demands 
knowledge, not mere belief. He now take- hi- tacts from 
Nature instead of instructions from the lips of .m interested 

priest He takes these facts ami transfers then to the do- 
main of the mind. He compares and contra-ts. he observes 
mutual relations and connection-; he brings them in a 

clearer light before his mental eve, and finally determine! 

the causes which unites them. In this prOOSSS all superb i 

lions guesses are discarded and Ignored Thus d<-<s 

knowledge reach its ultimate and exalted ends. 

True knowledge puts all persona] prejudice under foot; 

it lavs aside the stains of personal bias, and at !he same 
time urges humanity to east away its personal vanity of pro- 
fessional sanctity, human elevation becomes the instant* 

neon- con-oojience. True, scientific men have their differ 
ences and disagreements, bli' this i- n »t a w akness of 
-cience, and arises from the frailty of men. All -cien.-o is 
based upon the natural relations between man and the world 
in which he dwells. Here we meet with, in sharp contrast, 
the apparently lawless shifting "f natural phenomena, and 

the human mind itself, which demands law and order, and 

in loyal obedience thereto he regards phenomena as being 

reducible t<> law. 
The higher education demanded by the age in which we 

are now living and workinir, especially in America, is a 



method of study, which, while it may he said to fairly 
represent the present state of knowledge, and affords a 
varied cultivation, it i- yet capable of preparing the mind 
for the responsible work of life, It i- right here that 
scientific education begins. It commences with Nature ami 
lay- the foundations of culture in the system.it ic exercise 

of the power- of observation. In the material advances 

ma< I.- along the lines herein suggested, we find the SUO00S S 

ful establishment of general principles rising ever higher 
and higher, until a few limple law- are found to explain 

and simplify the phenomena to which they apply. 

To properly encourage, stimulate and fortify the further 
and itronger development of the mind i- the essential task 
of the ardent Freethinker. If the devotees of superstition 

will not leek for truth, it i- our manifest duty !o take it he- 
fore them. In BUCh a glorious Undertaking we have much 
to work for. hope for and live for. 



tinder the nai f Humanitarian Society, 1!. M. Fi^k. 

of Pella, towa, and VV, F. Jamieson ami wit'.', of Pentwater, 
Mich., have organised on the basis of a Freethonght Mutual 
Benefit Association, whereby Freethinkers may join inter* 
ests an. I provide for a funeral in ea-e of death, in accordance 

with their individual wishes and desires. There is no good 

reason why the Society should not luoceecL Mr. Jamieson, 

who is Secretary, was for many year- an open and aide 
exponent of Freethought, while Mr. Fisk, a Brill friend of 

the Blade, ha- demonstrated his loyalty to the cause in more 
waj - than one. 



We earnestly call attention t«» the advertisements now 

appearing in our column-. NcarU every Freethinker can 

garden seeds. Hooks are also attractive and desirable. 
Our contemporaries in the field of Liberal thought are de- 
serving of patronage. If you can use any of the things 
advertised in our columns, we urgently request that you 
patronise our advertisers, and by mentioning the name of 
the Blade you enable us to continue carrying them, and this 

IS a -ure help to the Blade and the caii-e it reprc-ents. 



Just the moment this issue i- "if the press, i ur binding 
department will he put to work binding up the volume for 

1908, We expect t<> have it ready for mailing to those 
having lubsoribed for it in .i few day- thereafter. Those 

not having paid for the volume are now requested t<» for- 
ward |8.60, the stipulated price thereof. 

Some admirable truths arc told in a. little pamphlet 
entitled "A Free Man's ('recti," hy Hoses Harmon, the 

philosophic editor of Eugenics. To he candid, while ap- 
preciating the arguments advanced, we do not like the title. 
Free men cannot have a cr. t d and remain free. Once we 
fall hack upon a creed we become hound thereby, and are 
plunged into orthodoxy. Some readers may understand 
what is meant hy the nomenclature, hut to the hulk of men 
it will he misleading. 



<o BLUE GU 

CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM. 

The Christian Church In America is riding far a bard 
hill, rod the day can be said to have dawned whence it starts 
upon a rapid declination leading to decay. 

History recordi tin- fact that when a nat i< *n onec begj? 1 * 
i<» engraft upon it- religious systems the econom i c questions 
of the day rod hour, thai religion is doomed. When it is 
fell that the religions notiom that have been laid before 
the people for centime* have failed to produce that men- 
tality leading i<> right thinking and tcting, from which 
alone happiness can oomej rod a change ie sought, nay. 
even advised, ii i> an admission of the inherent weakness 
«»f that religion which thinking people arc in duty bound 

to notice. 

Some time ago on< hundred and -ixty-one clergymen, 

repreeonting different •« -t i « rod denominations of die 
countrv, signed an agreement or manifesto) in which they 
hind themselves to urge upon tin- people in their respective 
churches, a study of the philosophy of socialism in order 

that "the belief inay he vindicated." And vet, upOS a study 

of the manifesto issued by them, it may be observed that 
they are more desirous of making the Socialist movement 

an aid to the church instead of making tin- ehnrch an aid 

to Socialism. In other words, these parsons ire playing a 
great game of bluff, rod it i- fortunate that Socialists have 
called their band, demanding, a- it were, a show-down. 

Read tin- first two article- of flu* manifesto, as follows: — 

u l. To permeate churches, denominations, and other re- 
ligious institutions with the soda] message of the Bible; to 
-how that Socialism i- the economic expression of the* re 
ligious life; to end the class struggle bj establishing Indus 
trial democracy, and to bastes the reign of justice and 
brotherhood upon earth. 

"2. We believe that the eoonomic teaching of the Scrip 
tu res would find it- fulfillment in the co-operative common 
wealth of modern Socialism." 

Social message of the Bible 1 It ha- no social message. 
It- ..id \ message i- one of gloom and woe. It i- a threat of 
eternal punishment for the alleged sin of unbelief and a 
questionable sort of bliss lor those whose mental condition 
i> such that they can readily -wallow it. And who but an 
interested person would sasert that Socialism i- the eoonom- 
ic expression of religious life! Nobody, Tin only soon- 
omy pertaining to religious life is that which {Ills the col- 
leetiou plate, and this very grab system is the antithesis of 
all that i- claimed for Socialism. 

Admitting for the sake of argument, that there is a 
socialism, or communism, inculcated in the doctrinal por- 
tion of the new testament, let it he oo-operativt or other- 
wise, it must also be admitted that it offer- :i System exactly 

the reverse o£ the socialism of today. Ifodern socialism 
would raise all to wealth, prosp rity, equal opportunities, 
and a consequent happiness. Whether socialism can pro 
dtice this i- another question. We are not discussing this 

phase. On tin* othe? hand, the socialism of the new testa- 

ment, if any !><• found therein, i- .1 system wheudn all are 



required to beggar themselves and co-o)>erate nj.on a plane 
of absolute poverty. The only requisite of the young man 
who asked what he must do to ho saved, was that he must 

give away ail that Ik- had, make a beggar rod a pauper of 

himself, and follow him who spake. The disciples were in- 
structed to take no money with them wherever they went, 
but they were expected to obtain food, raiment and shelter 
by a -rand system of begging, an art in which the modern 
• I. rgj sre experts and adept-. 

Rather pretty talk about ••the reign of justice" and the 
"hrotherhond of man." Willi the full >way of power and 
authority giv< u i<» the t 'hristian system of religi* n for hun- 
dreds <»f years, it i- rather tardy in giving utterance t<» such 

Mich sentiments at this g I day. Through all the long 

sges of Christian rule, no mention was made of justice and 
brother)] I. It was always the church. Caesar musl have 

what belongs t<» him and god want- hi-. S«> run- the 

Scriptures. Servants must also obey their masters. In ;i 
pure brotherhood where justice reigned, there could be 
neither master or servant, and herein we sec that the bible 

and it> doetrino are sadly out of joint with the time-. 

"Blessed be ye poor," does not invite mankind to enter in 

and participate in a common brotberl I of happiness and 

love, for poverty is extolled and commended, while the 
Requisition "i wealth is as systematically condemned. 
Poverty i-. after all. an. I admittedly so, a prolific breeder of 
(•rime. Cod must have known this when he ordained that 
nan should write, and inspired them with the text The 
modern parson now assumes the privilege of criticising the 
acts an. I conduct of hi- god which is a step in the right di- 
rection. 

The Blade believes, however, that Socialists are not to be 
caught with pretenses. This may be inferred f/om the 
fact that it i- suggested i<> take parsons into Socialist orgau« 
isations only on probation to give them an opportunity of 
being tried and judged a- to their worthiness and fitness, 

Read between the line-, h i- not that these parsoui want 
the church for socialism, bin that they are >;»ivin«^ to 
secure socialism to save the church. 

PROF. T. I:. WAKEMAN. 

A- a tilt inn- close to the present year's efforts of the 
Blade to aid in a general diffusion of Freethoiight princi- 
ples, we are plea-ed to dil'eet the attention of Miir reader- to 

the portrait, sketch, and the splendid article of Prof. T. Ii. 

Wakcnian. 

Could all our readers have known him a- the Blade's 

editor ha- known him, and been a- familiar a- la- with the 

personal sacrifices he ha- made for the cause of truth, 
science and morality, these features would probably be 

more highly appreciated and enjoyed. With but on.- page 
of the Blade devoted to a re\ iew of his important life 

career, it was impossible to do him full justice, and many 
important phases had to be omitted for lack of the requisite 

-pace. 

Mentally and physically, he i- a man of magnificent 
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and harmonious proportions, Broad shouldered, broad 
mentality and bigness of heart; generous impulses and on- 
selfish aspirations, mark i distinctly useful man and an 
impressively useful career. Three-quarteri of a century <»t 
labor, counting from the cradle, — md i labor of human 
effort for human happiness and love, not without beneficial 
results, mark him as among the foremost educators in the 
country. 

He i-, in all things, i man of even mind ami tempera- 
ment Whether in his law ottoe, a- we used to know him, 
• mi Nassau Street, in New Y<»rk City; on the Freethought 
platform : presiding over the deliberations of a Freethought 
convention; teaching science and philosophy in tin* Liberal 
l r niversity of Oregon; or on hi- Connecticut farm, he i- 
the same T. B. VVakeman, snd we rejoice because of the 
iiersoual acquaintance we have had, the personal friend 
-hip that -till lingers in the heart 

Liberals may find cause for congratulation that with his 
advancing years the mental faculties are yet vigorous snd 
utrong, M*d we indulge the I << >| »« - that this urr.it mentality 
limy h«- employed t.» -till further advance the great cause 
in which we arc all engaged. 

The view- advanced in his splendid article arc deserving 
the attention ami application of every Blade reader today. 
The issues there presented are vital to Freethought as a 
ftvstetn of philosophical advancement ami education. It' 
properly herded, we may -">n witness the disappearance of 
that apathy and lethargy, indifference ami inattention, thai 
marks the world of Freethought today. 

We trust our friend- will read ami study what Prof. 
Wakcman has written. We further trust that the Made 
may !«• favored with an extension of hi- view* and other 
articles from hi- pen. 

I N THE LECTURE FIELD. 



So department of Freethought activity can possibly he of 
more importance than the lecture work, provided it is 

handled judiciously and with care. By the means of public 
lecture-, Freethought principles may he laid hefore the 
orthodox and unthinking ma-*- where other mean- of 

propaganda may fail. 

Iii this respect, it is a pleasure to state that the Blade's 
editor will again invade the State of Ohio, ami a number of 
engagements have already been made. Five or -i\ more 

appointment- can he conveniently taken, and correspond 

ence from ohm Liberal- is -elicited on the subject 

The Blade's editor will lecture in the Opera Rouse at 
Uhriohsville, Ohio, on the night of Saturday, January 80, 
and the following day la' will -peak at a Paine celebration 
and dinner ai Dennison, Ohio, to he given und >r the auspi- 
ces of the local elub of the Buckeye Secular Union at that 
place. In February, probably the 8th ami nth, will he the 
joint debate with Rev, Leander S. Keyser at Canal Dover, 
which i- already creating wide-spread interest ami antici- 
pation. If possible, we expect to report this debate ill full 

through the columns of the Blade. 



From this ir will he seen that a full week or more i- open. 
We d.. not wi-h to remain idle for that length of time If 
other Liberals can arrange for lectures during the week 
preceding the debate, ami the week following the debate, 
the editor would be pleased to hear from them. There arc 
three miIm i- date- in contemplation, but these will imt into* 

fere with the two weeks mentioned. 

It i- possible and probable that arrangements will be 
made for George O. Roberts, President of the Buckeye 
Secular Union, to accompany ns to some of the lectures ansj 
organize a secular elub to aid in a future extension ot 
Freethought work. 

Through a discussion in the columns of the Literary 
gMt, we learn that the church authorities in Bpair are mak- 
ing :i hard and fast fight, but i' i- admitted tint the church 
know- "it i- making it- last -taml." We also olfetilVC that 

missionaries complain of Spain a- Iming a barren Held, am) 
that the young men ami yotuu* women ft ti:o country are 
growing up with an utter in* Inference toward* religion. It 

is only a matter of time when the church in all tin lOimtries 

on the face of the earth will he -o menaced, for the truth* 
of science and philosophy must unsettle such a religious 

faith. 



American Christiana, presumably a trifle more orthodox 
than their English brethren, have made loud complaint 

atrainst the use of the drama in lOUie English churches to 

portray the value of missionary work in the orient The 
church ha- ever regarded the theater a- ••the pageant of 
darkness," and thousandi of sermon* have been preached 
against it. Then i- it not strange that tin- church, or any 
portion of it. ihould turn to the theatrical manager to save 

the church from instant decay | But let the good work go 
on. The theater i- of this world. The church pretends 

to deal exclusively in another. It is morally certain that 
the church cannot -wallow the theater, but it is a reasonable 
inference that the theater can go far* towards undoing tin* 
church. It i< an instance of the ..id Christian policy to taki 
in and adopt that which it cannot destroy. 

We are pleated to call attention to the splendid story 
appearing in this issue of the Blade from the pen of Mary 
Reals-Hoffpauir. Until recently, -he was editor of the 
Red Flag, afterward! called the Southern Clarion, a Social- 
ist publication, but ill health forced her t<» the mountains 
of Tennessee. Spoken of by the pre— as an (< American 
Maxim-Gorky", we express a devout hop,, for her speedy 
recovery and return to labor. In the meantime, we would 

I..- pleased t" have more from her facile pen in the columns 

of the Blade, 

In a few day- more another year in the horologUC of 
lime will be upon n<. To all OUT friends in particular, 

and to humanity in general, we extend kimlK greetings, 
indulging a fond hope that it will bring to all an era of 
peace, happiness, contentment and prosperity. 
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MORE PRISON STATISTICS. 



Compiled from the Annual Report of the 
Ohio State Penitentiary. 



(Uy A. D. Marble.) 

The moral or immoral effects of religious 
teachings and influences may be determine d 
more satisfactorily from pltW D EnetS, rather 
than from fanciful theory. 

Christian proa ohoffl prate glibly about 
morality and the church, urging that church 
members are more moral than those who 
are not church members. 

Let them iigure upon the results of the 
table which the church affiliations of the 
parents of prisoners in the Ohion peniten- 
tiary, at Columbus, for the year 11*05, shown 



Joy the ollicial report: — 

Methodists 422 

Roman Catholics Ml 

Baptists 250 

Presbyterians * 91 

Disciples 66 

Congregationalists 42 

United Brethren 67 

Kpiscopoliaus 45 

Lutheran 76 

Jews 15 

Friends 9 

Dunkards 8 

All others 55 

No Church Affiliations 27 



Total Number in the Prison 155JJ 



Th«- above is in respOOM to a h \>t of in- 
quiry addressed to the Chaplain ot the l'< n 
itentiary at Columbus, Ohio, dated Jan. 16, 
LMf. With the above in view, is it any 
wonder that the School Board of Chicago 
ejected the Bible from the public schools 
and Mat <o Japan for a copy of tneir Code 
of Morals to be taught in the schools? 



SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

Propounded by a Blade Contributor to Any 
of the Orthodox for Answer. 



(By John O'Brien, M. [>.) 
It I bi not greatly mistaken, the modern 

theologies! eoneeption of God is. that (Jod 
is an omniseient, omnipotent infinite being. 
Taking thii si i bait of argument, 1 pro- 
pound the following questions to thi thaol- 

- ■ j i.ni : — 

It God bi omniieionti hi must have had 
knowlodgi of ivory pinion tod nation of 

humanity prior U) tlie creation of man. 

Why did God oronti man with rash pas 

sions as anger, jealousy ami the other bUM 

attributes e/hieh wi find bumanitj sndowed 

Why did God eicate | DiVil and gi\e 

this J >«■ v j l powor to ten.pt man I it <;«.d 

fore-knew all tilings, he knew what tin; 



Devil would do before mating bun. Why 

did God create man so weak as to make it 
impoaalbta for man to resist thii Devil's 
temptations .' 

Wliy did Qod iOBM to man with thi 
proposition: If you worship me, 1 will give 
DOWif to resist the Devil? 

Why did God make the Devil at all 1 

It' God be omnipotant| why did he not 
■queleh thi Devil with a word instead of 

sending the angel Michael to wag<- war on 
the Devil? Was (Jod afraid of piraona] 
risk/ Why should an inlinile being feai 
personal injury / 

What groat sin was it that man OOm- 
mittod while existing as dust of thi ground 

thai made a noooiinry on God 'a part i" 

ea use a war in heawn.' Cast OQ1 Satan ) 
Make a hell? 

\Va> it done in ordif to proritli a plaoi 
to pnniafa man lor the sin he committed 
during the lime he (man) sxinted as dust \ 

I guess that sin must have been the original 
OM that man was born in. 

Are there any mirrors in beaVifl ! I have 
a notion there are DOnO, for if there had 

boon any, God would bavi been relieved of 

thi meessity of creating man in his (God's) 

unagOi for l oan Mi no reason on GodVi 

part for creating man in the Imagi of his 
maker, unless it be that he (God) wi>hed 
to see what be looked like. 

Jf God poeteil those attributes ascribed 
to him by the theologians, then God made 
a very poor likeness of blmailf when hi 
n.ated man. 

Possibly the (day from which man was 
made iiad too much sand in it, and man 

eraekad during the drying proeeta Po li 
bly that neeounti tor humanity 1 ! imperfec 
tions. 

it God bi omnipr o a a ntj how could he 

baVi walked with Abraham. I;' (Jod be 

everywhere oeeupying all tpaee, what ass 

lot t lor Abraham to get a footuold BDOn 
dining the walk / 

it God he e\ei \ where, he OlUit of neces- 
sity bi "ii this earth. Heaven, we are told 

by the prie>t, li the privilege of h« ln§ (ass 

to face with God Then it must follow, if 
(iod and man be upon the earth at tin 
same time, this earth must be heaven. 

Again, if (Jod bi everywhere, he must be 
in hell. If heawn be the place where (Jod 
is, then hell is heawn, heaven is earth, 
and earth is bell. Thii last, according to 
iu\ objilTltioP, li nearer the correct 
thing. 

How can any thought or netiofl of a linite 

human being afloat infinity f 
if the gents who formulated this ooneep 

lion of God had been thoroughly toiiversant 
with thi Bible, they would have added to 
their definition these words, Omnifarious 
and omnivorous. 



Primitive Man 

a Mere Myth 



(Concluded. ) 

Dm priniii. w- man theory is a myth, and 
and Uae all Oilier myths li calculated lo 
. ... ..Mini awai CJPOm truth. iionet>ti.>, 

il 1 woiilu or could believe in a m>Lii, 1 
would go and join BOOM .-eel or i>ociel> 
mat la nana il cnurch. 1 would accept the 
Dijj Lu atoi ^ and not be tree. 1 would argue 

that there is no perfection, it would make 

no difference to nie Whether it was church 
materialism or spiritualism, Cot belief is 

oni> the credibility >uu give to that >ou do 

not Know, li 1 am but a tool m tlie hands 
ol another, to bel le w and nOOOpt the teach- 
ings and did ations oi other nu n,' then 1 
am not a free man. it there is not a per- 
fection, then the uniwrso is noi perfect, if 

there i> a perfectloo, then all thtngi ut 
parf( ot 

ll is not a question of what we know — but 
li<>\\ do WO Know .' Is b>!i t lo be our 
guide'.' If so, OVerjf one who professes to 
be tVOi tO day, may bi a llaVO tomorrow. 
Uet awajf tfOm belief, for when you ex- 
amine w in r.' n came Iron >ou will §et thai 

>ou are just paltering at l» r Othorii VO0 are 
not, (roe. harwinism like tOfglVOnese, 

evolution like priestcraft, u mean those 
teachings) hat done more to destroj Free- 

thought than can ever be tohl They are 
eont in ua 1 ly combatting. 

fcifl iayi W in n as §re naked ><> accept a 
god not oompoeed <>t matter, who can think 
Without a brain? He in turn asks us lo 

give ono single eaampk in tids wide ml 

ret li of anything thinking without a brain 

or matter of nome kind. 

in nnsWOfing thii, I will not try to put 
il in a dobatable lorni. BUpPOM thai SIS 
admit all bi int< Fl in iiis question. It is of 
no SSi to him, for 1 have already told you 
that matter i.- that which is noted upon; by 
il material we see the thought manifested 
— we cannot SSi thi thought with the phy" 

steal syo, but wo see the sffeol on the ma- 
terial. If you do not believe it, get BOOM 
grsal big rutlian mad at you. Look at thi 
nniTOrni and tell me if yOU Will, what brain 
is largi enOUgh to contain ail the unseen 

toroea 'rin se unseen toroei not with the 

material. Heat you never saw. Cold was 
never seen. Sweet nor bitter m ver were 

neon* These prlnoiplei act with the mnd rial 

For instance, a man that I knew had a bar 

re] of rlaegar; the nofd d« parted from it, 

but there was no less acid in the univer •< . 
Nothing had I.e. n lost in the barrel so tar 
as the physical eye could discern; no less 
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material; no loss weight; no less liquid; 
but there was something gone. The acid, 
thai in Men principle, was gone. It aid 
no; nmki tin- material sour; if it had n 
would have remained sour. The materia! 

or matter i n r remained the same; the acid 

remained the same; neither influenced the 
other; oeHher one bacama the football of 
the other; eneh one retained its own indi 
viduality; and so It Is with all unseen 
forces. 

Thought is no? th. net ion of the brain; It 
is only the action of some faculty of the 
mind 00 the brain, All the actions of the 
mind are unseen forces co-operating with 
matter ire bare named brain. These un- 
seen foroei are Independent forces, as mat- 
ter i- independent matter. Mind itself is 

but a combination of forces we have named 

faeuklee, The» toreee can and do act Inde 
pendant of matter, nut ihnply because we 

do not tea Me ni. and can only see their 
demonstration with matter, we denv that 
there are such te r ee a . rMison tells you 
that there is electricity, but he does not 
know what it is. Might as well say you do 
not dlgeat your food, since you never saw i- 
digested. 

Again, animal or man dies, as you say; 
it thought before it died: why does it not 
think immediately fitter death? It still has 
material or matter and brains— why does 
it not think" 

NOW, Mr Snow, I will ask you this QUOI 
I ion : When the drat infinitesmal small 

■peel wai formed, i mean font before it 

was fonnrd, what brains were used to 

plane in that Infinitesimal small speck be- 
fore i' w.i- formed the potentiality to pro- 
dnea :iii theaa various Iniocts. reptiles. 

animals and man? It is wry evident, if 
evolution be true, the first small speck be 
fore It was formed had the potential power 
in Itaelf to form Itself or some other pOWOf 
must have formed it Now will you please 
answer from your evolution, progressive, 
■tend point, what brains were used before 

there were iny brains? You tee rna ana 
not hare braJni betore you have atom, then 
protopmam, then aell, then batap of some 

kind, then brains. 

In closing. I will say that evobrion. like 

primitive man ami ail other mytho, is only a 

belief without a reality, We never ean have 
Preethongnt lO lona as we are not willing 
to lay aside false toachlrga. If we are In 
earnest, let us ha governed by the truth, 
and let everything reveal itself. So long 
as we trv to establish our doctrine by be- 
lieving the teachings of other men that had 
only an Idea to convert the people to their 
belief jnet that 1ouk we will be stumbling 

over ti,,. myatarlai they hare tenant, «nd 

WO will fail to know thli.gf as they are. 
Munele, Ind. 



DAVE'S LETTER. 



TO HIS 



OWN DEAR 
FATHER. 



HEAVENLY 



(Copyright applied for, 1908, or Franklin 
If. Heald.) 

Ify deer herenly father Joe wi wen de 
Bridegrnme eometh he will select a obnasd 
virgin fer bk Briefe Papa deal think 
vei-v mm it of ehaeed rirgine niaielf, but ho 
•ei he "hopej yer ran or yon, or the boley 

goat, whiebever is to be the bride-room, will 
select a enllnd lady and eluUM bar to a caff- 
•hed in sum sunny climb where the gentle 

breenflf blow towards the mooneon.' 1 Are 

yer (join* to marry her the next time? Why 

dident you her at leant won 1 woman 

in your Jeane' padagree the last time? If 
yon bad, it wood of made loti of friendi 
fer him amonget people that are smart ami 
good. The only peple here in a Angelei 

that take any stork in him now i-re scrubs 
that don't no much. They <_ r et religion be- 

ennae they don't no any natter. Most all of 

them are wimmen and darkeys aid china- 
men. The wimmen g§| it so the pTOOOhOT 
kin eum to sec them; the cliinamen git it 
so they kin work fer W, C, T. I'. wimmen. 
an' tin' darkeys git it 'cause tbev are scart 
of baH Joe'i father ''seed the Debel 
oiicl" Joe says; he wuz >ware:n<_ r at his 
b om ei and tin- Devi] cum rite up unt of the 
ground in front nv him and .Tie's father 
was so tear! that lie run live n iles home 
and wn/. sick a week or more an' never 

wood of got the team if thay badant fot 
hungry ami eum theraelvee. 1 i • • T « l Joe r 
thought lie ied he never bad a father, an' 

be got so mad that lie woodent -peak ter nie 

but he wood bar t<> get a lot madder than 
be did before lie wood run Ave milei biatelf 

He mile run if he was eeart teal bad. hut he 
euddent run very fast. Joe iayi it dottl 
make no difference about yer Jeane' ped- 
igree no way. an' all we knead to do is to no 
that \ou are his father, an' if we have a 

-rain of faith as big as a mouaetard metl 

we will no sou are. He thinks if a body 

beginj to wonder it' a preeeher nose it all. 

they are lost, and Papa inyi the> are two. 

be iayi lost to the ebureb. If a -nan stops 

to think fer a miunut the church loses bim. 

Can't yon keep men ignorant the tame as 
vrimmen, unlem they are blaek I fou end 

it' you Wood make there lads a different 

ihnpe. Papa ean tell a club woman by the 

shape af her lied, and the\ are not ashamed 

of their iba] retber. 

As ore* DAVK. 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every w mian and 
child should read. It should be in the hands 
of all who are opposed to superstition and 

nrnftj a> it is ■ protest against vaccination, 

vivisection, medical legislation and the ad- 
ministration of drag! to human beings; at 
the sam.' time points out the only method 
for the cure of the consumptive. T he book- 
let is really t ree, but the <-ost of advertising 
ami postage we figure at lo cents; so if you 
wish a copy, tend ns 10 cents, ar.d we will 
send it to* you. A. If. PARJOUt, 415 

Croaker St.. Loi Angelaij Calif. 



SEEDS 

Fresh. Reliable. Pure 
Guaranteed to Please 

i reryfl I' l^ner an«l 

\ ■ Grown Bex 

SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR 10 CENTS 

poeJ paid «»iir 
FAMOUS COLLECTION 



i I . it >«•- . 
» 




• pa* i' 

I , k«. • lO. 

I ,:■ i ill 



Vttte i--»o Hm4 IS 
pm Wing oud rr.-. • .< c 
nSlMf villi i n 

«.KI \ I SOU 
ISS1 •:.«-<• 



TO MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 



TOMORROW doei not dran Lti Inapiri 

lion from Tradition. Mysticism. Super- 
stition nr Custom. It is 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

Dealing with the qnootione ol life from the 
impereonal standpoint, and aeeepting the 
■eientins Interpretation ol all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for these who are 
partisan, not fer those who are wedded 
to some pet belief or ism,— nut tor those 
who are governed by fear of God or of 
Public Opinion. 

TO MORROW is for Free Souls, -for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send Lfi eenti for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
L0e the Copy. H.OO ihe Year. 

TO MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
130 B. Mtb St.. CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Naumann Orchestra The People's PPCM GiVC 'Em Fits. 



& P. N A I'M AN. Violin. 

ANNA L N Al'MAX, Piano. 

OTTO B, N T Al'MAX, Cornet, or Clarinet 

Other instruments added if desired. 



Over MM pieces of the latest music suit- 
able for any program, always on hand. 
Lock Box BOO, Phone 128%, 

BIGOURNET, IOWA. 

THF PROCESSION or PLANPTS 

ISTHtGIUAIMW BOOK IF YOU U 1 U 
sonde, why tne Einh moves, write to (be author for a 
description ..fit: it IftOWIffc true MtlSMSl matter. AtMfttl 
KAnIIiNH.HEALD, Stit.on A LOS ANGEUS. Ctllforsi* 



THE 

A B C of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POEMS 

From a Type written Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Common Sense. 

By JOSEPH HAIGH, 



25 CENTS. 
Address the Author or Blue Grass Blade. 

FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 

IN THE HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 



Following is a list of the names and ad- 
dresses of Liberal speakers who are pre- 
pared lo conduct funeral services over the 
rt trains of deceased Fiv.t hinkers. 

On account of probable delay it would 
be ftd Visible to call them by telegram. 

Josephine K. IP nry, Versailles, Ky. 

Dr. J. 13. Wilson, 206 Last Fourth Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Parket H. Beroombe, Editor Tomorrow. 
LSI East 6t*til B reet, Chicago. Illinois. 

John K. Charlesworth, Lexington, Ky. 

Marion W. Marley. Hucklin, Kansas. 

A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgar. Iowa. 
J. a iiannon. 8575 Wallace St., 

Philadelphia. Pi 

Btanberry Alderman, McCuonellerlUe, o. 

H. H. Lane, 292 N. From St., Mi w Hares, 



HOLIDAY RATES 
via 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 



Tickets on sale December 18, 19, 23, 24, 
25, 30, 31, and January 1, limit January 6, 
1909. Ask agents for particulars. 

W. C. RINEARSON, 



Fearless in its advocacy of 



Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Avt 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B. Lenau Publish* 

Official paper of the Materialist Asanci-itior 
Id Canada, or Foreign Countries, It.oo a Year 
Subscription. 50 Cents a Year. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



is the only publication in the 
deals with all human 
impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f> 
wish to see how their own 
liffs an 



problems from tb 



be 
in ths 



nude, stripped of all racial blaa and preju 



By reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusions from funda 
mental principles, i. e., you will learn t( 
think correctly. 

SPECIAL — We will send three montt? 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per copj 
or |l.0| per year. This office may bi 
withdrawn at any time, so you had bettei 
write NOW. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago. III. 



SElDS 

Buckle's "Full of Lift" N.„th,rn Growl 

Pedigreed Beads have ■ ri potation of - 
iw . asslul n 1 d growing behind theak 
plant the beat. 
Boa sons tile Specialties: — 

BBANB 
Karl test Red Valentine . . 13.50 Bushel 
Refugee— Est rs Early . . g 15 Hush. 1 
New Stringiest Green Pod . I3.70 Bushel 
Wardwell'i Imp. Kidney Wax U so Bushel 
Davis New white Was . . 14.75 BushtJ 
Currie's Rust Proof Wax . f.| 50 Bushel 
PBAS 

I-.xtra Early Alaska . . . Jvso Bushel 
New Early Grad us .... fs so Bushel 
Horsford's Market Garden . I3.50 Bushel 
Bui ki»« .-'s Lightning Express fs 00 Bushel 

Lettuce. lUdith. Tomato and a full line of 

d Plants sua Bulbs at lowest growing i>rices. 
Bend foi cossploto catalogue or suhmit a list of 
your requirements and will quote prices. 

Buv dim t Iron) the yiower— Sa\e Money. 
Wi Hi to<iu\ . Mentn.11 iiii h paper. 
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That's what "THE 
8CAKLKT SHADOW.' 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, do^s to the 
forces of b'fjotry and su- 
perstition And the sec 
ular press of the count rv 
goaded by the church 
element. Is throwing a 
over It. too. No Other 
novel of thin decade h?is 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
is sufficient proof that H 
is nil right It has rr>- 
ated l Lensatlon In con- 

0PJHD1 Berv ntlve circles and 
glfa aused consternatlor 
9f| among the clerpy. 
SttTC It is enthusiastleall 

endorsed by leading 
Freeithlnkers through 
out the world. You a I 
Know now Hurt can write and In this boo; 
he is at bis best. It Is an elegant volume 
flt to ornament the finest library; ccntalnltu 
422 napres, printed on Heavy epg- shell pap^r 



Price $1.50. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYINc 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 



Do you want a 21 S acre farm? 

Do you want it in Athens, County, Ohio'- 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two story double barn, almost new. Also 
six-room farm house (good condition!. 
Abundance of best water throughout farm 
Two wells, one cistern; good out buildings 
Kntire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peaches. In center of coal field. Two 
shafts % mile cast, another going down; 
4 shafts 2^ miles nonh ana northwest, ant* 
2 more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feel 
never less than 8 feet. One-quarter mil 
to pik«* Intwl; 3 l /fc miles to county seat — 
Athens— 8.000 inhabitants. Junction K. A 
M.. B. & O., and H. V. R. R. in Hockln* 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once 
Bring check book; you can't keep from buy 
ing. Sell as low as $f>0 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH, M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial I'nlonlsm. 

{{evolutionary to the core. 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 
The enemy of everything that 
exlatlng social order. 
Send for 
Address ' 
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Be Sure and 8ubscritwt For 

Secular Thought 

, Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism in Politics, Science an* Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - J. Spencer Kills. 

Published at Kf,H Queen St. West. To- 
ronto. Canada. Terms. %l per annum, in 
edvanoe; sinKi" copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
pertinent should he addressed— 

.!. Ipeneer KUis. 'Secular Thought." 
18644 Queen St. West, Toronto. Cfln 
All Husiness communications, orders for 
Sooks, printing, etc-., should he addressed- 

('. M. BLUe, Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185V4 Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save money I deal with 

the best cutters and largest Import en 

direct; have forty y. ;uV . \ i>> riniee ; am 

an Bcenrnts fudge and Bneljrtt of these 
beautiful femi, and diagnose them in all 
their most deliettfl and Intrln 1c characters. 

I now do not carry stock, hut buy the 
BOOdl for cash as I rec» ive the orders, thus 
obtaining best discounts Tills saves In 
!< n on capital invested, h nfs. salaries 

and the large per cent of loss Incidental 
to and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
•toefc. The until commission 1 will ehnrgi 
roe for my time, taellttlei and laigment 

will be trilling in comparison to the savings 

between the prloei jroor retail jeweler 
11118*1 eharg rou ind nine, Bend me a 

trial ord« r I'pon receipt Of gOOdl compare 

with otnera, ami if eo1 latiefaetory, return 

and gel your money. Diamonds remount 

• d in latosl ertlttlc dealgni at loweef pries. 

Pull value allowed lor old jew, lry. 

Bend for eat prioee «>f Watene . EMa< 
mondi, Jewe)ry< silver. Plated or optical 
goods, Pic Though! and cher Badge*. 
Ingemoll spoottl and my famous tract: 
Thelam In The Crucible," fre, 
OTTO WETTSTEIN 

La Grange Cook Co., 111. 



BULBS 

BltkUi F'SBl'LBS SL'CCEt lit ^ 

SPECIAL OFFER:' 

r M,,l. t.. build New BmBMMi S.1 

trial will mnkn you a permanent run 
lonu»r. Hn1 i-t".,« ti< >n guarante? I <>r ; >>; 
• I. 

, r Souvenir Collec tion ', 1 
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I Irti 



'Vriteio'day 



■,». I..T .1 1. 
. \y, V»iir»»tM 
tin llj* iL.t-.«. | 

tXNTl 11* TO PLEASE 



Mtntlon 



this Paper 
*r~ « - — • — ^ I 



.HI 2« C;i£.NT54 

X-t'ht' Hit p»'klnf»nd rewire ,'.!•»» . .'If e..|1#rt!n( 
i i'<v><|wM. KTil..-t «i>h hit blf Muitrttrj, lutruciU*, 
«] §m I. Hull, ull'imi n<>ok. T*d* all abcat the Be l 
• of 8ar<W. Il>il'.« »t.J Plant.. 

1 In CommeraoraUon uf » • l a w :■. ntM bu«ii 

»' T'. I »l I t>r«**at fr»* ofabarg* *lih (Ml Cftllvrtk 
tlohUh II. in. I T.illp SaS> Tha tf»nl»«- floral wuud 
["Un Uu.t.»..uaU worth, r 

m UN BFCKBEE 8T. 



iH. W. 



THE 



Humanitarian Review 



GREATLY ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 



BlnaletOa W, Davis, RditOf and Publisher. 

\o. B54 B. i st.. Lot ang< l< ■, CaL 

Price. $1.00 a year; single copy, 10c. 



Constructive, Concrete, 

Practical, Organized .and 

Aggresive Propagandism of 

Truth as Revealed by Modern Science. 



The Review labors for the emancipation 
of the human mind from the debasing 
thralldom of Superstition. Supernaturalisin 
ami My^ii. ism. and for the upbuilding of an 
enlightened e'hico scientific life. It Is 
radical Without being rabid nnd alms to 
refute the <rrors of men i»>- reasoc rather 
than ridicule or acrimonious disputation 
It -tan, Is for Virtue. Morality and \obilty 
of Character as the be^t safeguards for 
this life and preparation for any possible 

fll lire life. 

Send five ] eenl stamp- tor Sample Copy. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An Opportunity >f a life time for women 
who love |OOd clothes. 

High Behool girls can obtain their grad- 
ua ion dreaaei without cost: working girls 

.md married women nay leoure tine fail 
or innuncf dreu \§ 

Larue list of patterns to select from. 
BOM Ude offer— no fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SE AGREE N 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

The sattM being >hort quotations from 
•Our Dear Heavenly Father, 1 ' "Our Bless- 
ed Savior/ "Baelam'l Ass, 1 ' 'Mary Christ", 
our rrlead, the Devil," and other person 
ICM of sacred memory. 

These are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and Other objects where they will do 
the most good in inten di ng the "glad tid 
ings of great joy." 

rjntll April 1. ItOf, address— 

FRANKLIN' HKALD. 

Cireleville. Ohic 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as important a/ 
Pige, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown ups; 

and even the Children, should know as 
much about ourselvei if we know abou 
Ptine*. riowcn ind Fiogs? 

IV run believe in Better Fiogeny. a Mora 
Efilevated Raoe anywnTl 

If so. s^nd LSI for a year's subscriptioa 
?,> the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Mair 
St., Los Angelee, California. U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial three montht. 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage." 31 
oenti st mips. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 



\ Nen Booklel ihowing up the cc^ntradlc- 
lions inM fa laelet of the Christian bible, 
.hi- i hfl thing to pass around among 

your religloui Friendi to "Jaw their faith 

and d. strov their sodwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ. 
lTL's BHil Street.. San Fr::ncisco, Cal 



SEEDS 

BUCKBEE'S SEE0S SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

•do to ba114 New Hu.ln.-M. AtrlalWUll 
make you our pSfSMBMl eitOSMf. 

•Ue Collection *!ffeB3K«L-i. , 

' 11 th# tlnett ; Tnralp. 7 *i>U iuti.1 ; Oalaa. s tM**l v«i«. 
I Ue», 10 bprlnt-iowerl'iir Huib* iw vari((i< i m all. 

i eoAttJunraen to pQcasUi 
Write to-day; Mention this Paper, 

i to -oT«f po»u<r» «n 1 pftckmf »nd r*c*iv« thU valuable ; 
liintru.-tNe. He«utll'ul «-«l una 1' 

i Uli» ftU Abvut Ma Ileal >Ui«tlei vt ?t*lt. i'laDU. «t€. . 

k H.W.Buckbe«. lSnB «MMa«L, 
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16 BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 



JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27, 1908 



$3.50 



Worthy a Place in Every American Library 



Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Send us!5 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Jan- 
uary I, 1909. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
3n outside of cover. The volume will be handsomely bound. 

Fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Days to Work In 

Single Volumes on Special Order, $3 5Q 

This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 

Pictures and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked* 

PREMIUM OFFER GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1908. 



